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These letters share a visual similarity in their isolated forms, distinguished by the

placement and number of dots above or below them. Understanding and
mastering these letters is essential for anyone learning Arabic, as they frequently
appear in both simple and complex linguistic constructs.




Letter baa’ is a simple and uncomplicated letter in the Arabic language, and it is
an explosive oral sound. The shape of the letter is one of the dotted letters, it
resembles a plate with a dot under it. Letter baa’ is pronounced like “b” in
English. It is a consonant letter that gives the vowels a frontal quality.
We pronounce it by closing the two lips together, using the wet part of the lower
lip. It connects from both ends when it is in the middle position.
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baabaa (dad) — bint (girl or daughter) — bayt (house) — bayD (eggs) —
Tabiib (doctor) — laban (yogurt) — Aarab (Arabs) — burj (tower) — baab (door) —
bank (bank) — galb (heart) — baHr (sea).
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e Arabic is a cursive language; letters are connected from right to left and

so they are read. Observe the different shapes of baa’ in the above table.

e letter <« has four shapes:

= (initial), == (medial), < (final) and < (isolated).




Letter taa' is pronounced using the tip of the tongue with the roots of the top
two incisors with aspiration. taa' connects from both ends when it is in the
middle position. The shape of the letter is one of the dotted letters, it resembles
a smiley face. Letter taa’ is pronounced like “t” in English & is a consonant.
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tuffaaH (apples) — tamr (dates) — kitaab (book) — zaytuun (olives) —
taAbaan (tired) — tuut (berries) — bint (girl or daughter) — bayt (house) —

maktab (office) — ‘ustaadh (teacher) — ‘ukht (sister) — miftaaH (key).

Listen to the accompanying audio - L
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e Arabic is a cursive language; letters are connected from right to left and
so they are read. Observe the different shapes of taa’ in the above table.

e lLetter < has four shapes:

= (initial), == (medial), < (final) and < (isolated).




Letter thaa' is pronounced like the sound of “th” in the word three, thumb, and
truth. We pronounce it with the tip of the tongue touching the ends of the upper
two incisors. thaa' connects from both ends when it is in the middle position and

iS a consonant.
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thalaatha (three) — thuum (garlic) — thalj (snow) — thallaaja (fridge) —
‘ithnayn (two) — thiyaab (clothes) — mithla (such as) — thamaaniya (eight) —

kathiiran (a lot) — ‘athaath (furniture) — mathal (example) —thaman (price).
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e Arabic is a cursive language; letters are connected from right to left and

so they are read. Observe the different shapes of thaa’ in the above table.

e Letter & has four shapes:

3 (initial), == (medial), € (final) and & (isolated).




Letter nuun is pronounced using the tip of the tongue and what lies opposite to
it from the gum, like the English word “noon”. This letter connects from both
ends when itis in the middle position. nuun is pronounced like “n” in English and
connects from both ends when it is in the middle position. It is a consonant.

laymuun (lemon) — Aayn (eye) — Ainab (grapes) — naar (fire) —
nakhiil (palms) — naAam (yes) — Saabuun (soap) — ‘insaan (human being) —
lawn (color) — makaan (place) — ‘asnaan (teeth) —

rummaan (pomegranate).

Listen to the accompanying audio - L
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e Arabic is a cursive language; letters are connected from right to left and

so they are read. Observe the different shapes of nuun in the above table.

e Letter ¢ has four shapes:

- (initial), == (medial), ¢ (final) and & (isolated).




Letter yaa’ is the twenty-eighth and final letter of the Arabic alphabet.
It holds a significant place in Arabic script due to its versatile roles and unique
features. It is pronounced like the English “y” as in “yes” or sometimes like a long
“li” as in “see”, depending on its placement and context within a word.

yadd (hand) — thiyaab (clothes) — riyaaDa (workout) — khiyaar (cucumber) —
kursiyy (chair) — sayf (sword) — bayD (eggs) — yawm (day) — layla (night) —
Aindii (I have) — tiin (figs) — fiil (elephant).

Listen to the accompanying audio i [
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e Arabic is a cursive language; letters are connected from right to left and
so they are read. Observe the different shapes of yaa’ in the above table.

e Letter ¢ has four shapes:
= (initial), == (medial), < (final) and ¢ (isolated).
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Identify letters baa’, taa’, thaa’, nuun & yaa’ in the below

(in their isolated shapes)
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