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b-aa’ باء 

baa’ (this is the name only) 

t-aa’ اءت  

taa’ (this is the name only) 

th-aa’ اءث  

thaa’ (this is the name only) 
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These letters share a visual similarity in their isolated forms, distinguished by the 

placement and number of dots above or below them. Understanding and 

mastering these letters is essential for anyone learning Arabic, as they frequently 

appear in both simple and complex linguistic constructs.  

 

  

y-aa’ ياء 

yaa’ (this is the name only) 

n-uun  نون 

nuun (this is the name only) 
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Letter baa’ is a simple and uncomplicated letter in the Arabic language, and it is 

an explosive oral sound. The shape of the letter is one of the dotted letters, it 

resembles a plate with a dot under it. Letter baa’ is pronounced like “b” in 

English. It is a consonant letter that gives the vowels a frontal quality.  

We pronounce it by closing the two lips together, using the wet part of the lower 

lip. It connects from both ends when it is in the middle position. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

baabaa (dad) – bint (girl or daughter) – bayt (house) – bayD (eggs) –  

Tabiib (doctor) – laban (yogurt) – Aarab (Arabs) – burj (tower) – baab (door) –  

bank (bank) – qalb (heart) – baHr (sea). 

 

 

 

Listen to the accompanying audio  

 

  

 ب 
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 ب

• Arabic is a cursive language; letters are connected from right to left and 

so they are read. Observe the different shapes of baa’ in the above table. 
 

• Letter  ب  has four shapes: 

بـــ ,(initial) بـ   (medial), بـ  (final) and ب (isolated).  

 

 ي ت ب

bayt 

 ْ  ي تـب  
a house 

 ي ض ب

bayD 

 ْ  ي ضـب  
eggs 

 ن د ق ب

bunduq 

 ْ    ن د قـب  
hazelnut 

  ر ق ب

barq 

قـب    ْ  ر 
lightning 

 

ـب    

 ع بن 

nabA 

 عبْ ـ  ن 
a water spring 

 ر بخ 

khabar 

 رـب  ـ   خ  
a piece of news 

 ل بج 

jabal 

 لـب  ـ   ج  
a mountain 

 ن بل 

laban 

 نـب  ـ   ل  

yogurt 

 

 ـــ ـبــ 

 بش ع 

shaAb 

 بـ   ْ ش ع  
people 

 بع ن 

Ainab 

ن   بـِ   ع 
grapes 

 بك ل 

kalb 

 بـ ْ ل     ك  
a dog 

 بث ع ل 

thaAlab 

 بـ   ْ   ث ع ل  
a fox 

 

  ـب 

 بأ د 

‘adab 

 ب     أ د  
literature 

 بض ر 

Daraba 

 ب       ض ر  
to hit 

 بق ر 

qaruba 

 ب       ق ر  
to become closer 

 بع ر 

Aarab 

 ب     ع ر  
Arabs 

 

 ب 
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Letter taa' is pronounced using the tip of the tongue with the roots of the top 

two incisors with aspiration. taa' connects from both ends when it is in the 

middle position. The shape of the letter is one of the dotted letters, it resembles 

a smiley face. Letter taa’ is pronounced like “t” in English & is a consonant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tuffaaH (apples) – tamr (dates) – kitaab (book) – zaytuun (olives) –  

taAbaan (tired) – tuut (berries) – bint (girl or daughter) – bayt (house) –  

maktab (office) – ‘ustaadh (teacher) – ‘ukht (sister) – miftaaH (key). 

 

 

 

Listen to the accompanying audio  

 

  

 ت
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 ت

 ت

• Arabic is a cursive language; letters are connected from right to left and 

so they are read. Observe the different shapes of taa’ in the above table. 
 

• Letter  ت  has four shapes: 

تـ ,(medial) ــتـ ,(initial) تـ  (final) and ت (isolated).  

 

 ر ف ت

taraf 

فـت       ر 
luxury 

 م ر ت

tamr 

رـت    ْ  م 
dates 

 ب غ ت

tabgh 

 ْ  ب غـت  

tobacco 

 ع ب ت

taAab 

 بـ   ع  ـت  
tiredness 

 

ـت 

 ـ

 

 ب تم ك 

maktab 

 بـت  ـ   ْ م ك  
an office 

 ح ف تم 

mat-Haf 

 فـ   ح  ـتْ ـ   م  
a museum 

 ك تب ي 

baytuka 

    ك  ـت  ـ   ْ ب ي  
your house 

 ب تك 

kutub 

 بـت  ـ   ك  
books 

 

 ـــ ـتــ 

 تس م ع 

samiAat 

ع   ِ    س م   تْ ـ  
she heard 

 تش ر ب 

sharibtu 

ب   ِ  ْ ش ر   ت  ـ  
I drank 

 تج ل س 

jalasta 

ل س    ت  ـ     ْ ج 
you sat 

 تر ف ع 

RifAat 

ف ع    تـِ ْ    ر 
Rifat (name) 

 

  ـت 

 تع د 

Audtu 

 ت     ْ ع د  
I came back 

 تب ر د 

baradat 

د    تْ        ب ر 
she got cold 

 تص و 

Sawt 

 ت ْ و     ص  
a voice 

 تش ع ر 

shaAartu 

 ت       ْ ش ع ر  
I felt 

 

 ت 
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Letter thaa' is pronounced like the sound of “th” in the word three, thumb, and 

truth. We pronounce it with the tip of the tongue touching the ends of the upper 

two incisors. thaa' connects from both ends when it is in the middle position and 

is a consonant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

thalaatha (three) – thuum (garlic) – thalj (snow) – thallaaja (fridge) –  

‘ithnayn (two) – thiyaab (clothes) – mithla (such as) – thamaaniya (eight) –  

kathiiran (a lot) – ‘athaath (furniture) – mathal (example) – thaman (price). 

 

 

 

Listen to the accompanying audio  

 

  

 ث
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 ث

• Arabic is a cursive language; letters are connected from right to left and 

so they are read. Observe the different shapes of thaa’ in the above table. 
 

• Letter  ث  has four shapes: 

ثـــ ,(initial) ثـ   (medial), ثـ  (final) and ث (isolated). 

 

 م ن ث

thaman 

    م نـث  
price 

 و ر ث

thawr 

رـث    ْ  و 
a bull 

 ل ج ث

thalj 

 ْ  ل جـث  
snow 

 و ب ث

thawb 

بـث    ْ  و 
a robe 

 

  ثـ 

 ل ثم 

mathal 

 لـث  ـ   م  
an example 

 ر ثك 

kathura 

    ر  ـث  ـ   ك  
to multiply 

 م ثه ي 

Haitham 

 مـث  ـ   ْ ه ي  
Haitham (name) 

 ق ثي 

yathiqu 

    ق  ـثِ ـ   ي  
to trust 

 

 ـــ ـثــ 

 ثع ب 

Aabath 

 ثـ     ع ب  
messing around 

 ثل ي 

layth 

 ثـ   ْ ل ي  
a lion 

 ثب ح 

baHatha 

 ث  ـ     ب ح  
to search 

 ثي ن ب ع 

yanbaAithu 

 ث  ـ  ْ    ِ ي ن ب ع  
to emit 

 

  ـث 

 ثح ر 

Haratha 

 ث       ح ر  
to plow 

 ثح د 

Hadatha 

 ث       ح د  
to happen 

 ثإ ر 

‘irth 

 ث ِ ْ إ ر  

a legacy 

 ثأ ك ت ر 

‘aktarithu 

ْ    ِ أ ك ت ر    ث    

I care 

 

 ث 
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Letter nuun is pronounced using the tip of the tongue and what lies opposite to 

it from the gum, like the English word “noon”. This letter connects from both 

ends when it is in the middle position. nuun is pronounced like “n” in English and 

connects from both ends when it is in the middle position. It is a consonant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

laymuun (lemon) – Aayn (eye) – Ainab (grapes) – naar (fire) –  

nakhiil (palms) – naAam (yes) – Saabuun (soap) – ‘insaan (human being) –  

lawn (color) – makaan (place) – ‘asnaan (teeth) –  

rummaan (pomegranate). 

 

 

 

Listen to the accompanying audio  

 

  

 ن
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 ن

• Arabic is a cursive language; letters are connected from right to left and  

so they are read. Observe the different shapes of nuun in the above table. 
 

• Letter  ن  has four shapes: 

نـــ ,(initial) نـ   (medial), نـ  (final) and ن (isolated). 

 

 ج م ن

najm 

مـن   ْ  ج 
a star 

 و م ن

nawm 

مـن   ْ  و 
sleeping 

 ب ض ن

nabD 

 ْ  ب ضـن 
a beat 

 س ر ن

nisr 

 ْ  س رـنِ 
an eagle 

 

ـن 

 ـ

 

 ز ل نم 

manzil 

لـنْ ـ   م    ِ  ز 
a house 

 ظ ر نم 

manDHar 

    ظ رـنْ ـ   م  

a scene 

 د س نم ه 

muhandis 

 ِ  د سـنْ ـ     م ه  
an engineer 

 ت ز ه نم 

muntazah 

هـ   ت  ـنْ ـ   م       ز 
a park 

 

 ـــ ـنــ 

 نج ب 

jubn 

 نـ   ْ ج ب  
cheese 

 نغ ص 

ghuSn 

 نـ   ْ غ ص  
a branch 

 نق ط 

quTn 

 نـ   ْ ق ط  
cotton 

 نع ي 

Aayn 

 نـ   ْ ع ي  
an eye 

 

  ـن 

 نل و 

lawn 

 ن   ْ ل و  
a colour 

 نأ ذ 

‘udhun 

 ن     أ ذ  
an ear 

 نك و 

kawn 

 ن   ْ ك و  
universe 

 نح ز 

Huzn 

 ن   ْ ح ز  
sadness 

 

 ن 



 
 

12 

Letter yaa’ is the twenty-eighth and final letter of the Arabic alphabet.  

It holds a significant place in Arabic script due to its versatile roles and unique 

features. It is pronounced like the English “y” as in “yes” or sometimes like a long 

“ii” as in “see”, depending on its placement and context within a word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

yadd (hand) – thiyaab (clothes) – riyaaDa (workout) – khiyaar (cucumber) –  

kursiyy (chair) – sayf (sword) – bayD (eggs) – yawm (day) – layla (night) –  

Aindii (I have) – tiin (figs) – fiil (elephant). 

 

 

 

Listen to the accompanying audio  

 

  

 ي
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 ي
 ت

• Arabic is a cursive language; letters are connected from right to left and  

so they are read. Observe the different shapes of yaa’ in the above table. 
 

• Letter  ي  has four shapes: 

ـي  (initial), ـيــ  (medial), يـ  (final) and ي (isolated). 

 

 و م ي

yawm 

مـي    ْ  و 
a day 

 ك ت ب ي

yaktubu 

 ْ      ك ت ب  ـي  

he writes 

 خ ت ي

yakht 

 ْ  خ تـي  
a yacht 

 د ي

yadd 

    د  ـي  

a hand 

 

  يـ 

 ب يج 

jayb 

 بـيْ ـ   ج  
a pocket 

 ف يس 

sayf 

 فـيْ ـ   س  

a sword 

 ل يخ 

khayl 

 لـيْ ـ   خ  

a horse 

 ل يل 

layl 

 لـيْ ـ   ل  

  Nighttime 

 

 ـــ ـيــ 

 يك ر س 

kursiyy 

س   ْ  ِ ك ر   ي    
a chair 

 ين ب 

nabiyy 

 ي     ِ ن ب  
a prophet 

 يذ ك 

dhakiyy 

 ي     ِ ذ ك  
intelligent 

 يأ ص ل 
‘aSliyy 

ل   ْ  ِ أ ص   ي    
original 

 

يـ    

 يج ن د 

jundiyy 

ْ  ِ ج ن د    ي    
a soldier 

 يز 

zayy 

 ي     ز  
a costume 

 يع ن د 

Aindii 

ن د  يِ ْ  ع 
I have 

 يق و 

qawiyy 

 ي     ِ ق و  
strong 

 

 ي 
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Identify letters baa’, taa’, thaa’, nuun & yaa’ in the below 
(in their isolated shapes) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


